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“Today’s world is traveling in some strange
direction. You see that the world is going toward
destruction and violence. And the specialty of violence
is to create hatred among people and to create fear. I
am a believer in nonviolence and I say that no peace or
tranquility will descend upon the people of the world
until nonviolence is practiced, because nonviolence is
love and it stirs courage in people.”
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, 1985

In Defense of Liberty and Justice
The following statements were offered by Abul Kalam Azad as he assumed leadership in 1920 with
Mohandas Gandhi and others in a campaign of non-cooperation to protest the British imposition of severe
restrictions on civil liberties using the Rowlatt Acts. He had just been released from four years in prison imposed
for nationalistic statements he made in his journal, Al-Balagh. Gandhi referred to Azad’s 33 page “Great
Statement” as an “eloquent thesis” and “an oration deserving penal servitude for life”. In his statements, Azad
expresses both universal principles of human freedom and justice and indicates the distinctive values of Islam in
relation to peace and democracy. More about Abul Kalam Azad, his friendship with Gandhi and his tireless work
for over 50 years for Indian independence and universal education will be discussed at a forum, Practicing
Principles of Nonviolence, Saturday, October 2nd from 3-5:30 pm at Concord House.

History bears witness to it that whenever the ruling powers took up arms against
freedom and justice the court-rooms were used as most simple and harmless weapons. The
jurisdiction of courts is a force that could be utilized both for justice and injustice. In the hands
of a just Government it becomes the best means of righteousness but to the repressive and
tyrant Government no other weapon is more useful for vengeance and injustice than this.
Next to battlefields courts have played a prominent part in setting the example of
injustice in the history of the world. From the holy founders of the religions to the inventors and
pioneers of science, there is no holy or righteous personality which was not produced before
the courts like criminals.
The iniquities of courts of law constitute an endless list and history has not yet finished
singing the elegy of such miscarriage of justice. In that list we observe a holy personage like
(Continued on page 3)

Theme for 2010: Pioneers of World Culture
Aim 3. To honour through appropriate observance the contributions of men and women of all ages to
world culture
–– Declaration of Interdependence
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Practicing Principles
of Nonviolence:
Gandhi’s Co-workers
Forum:
Saturday, October 2
3:00 - 5:30 pm
Concord House, 1407 Chapala St.
Santa Barbara
Presenters: Carolyn Dorrance &
Jonathan Colbert
In observance of the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, the work of two close
friends of Gandhi, Abul Kalam Azad and
Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, the “frontier
Gandhi”, will be highlighted. Both men
were Muslims who opposed the partition
of British India. They worked tirelessly
using Gandhian principles of non-violent
protests to bring about a peaceful and
self-empowering transition to
independence for India. Clips from the
documentary film Mahatma Gandhi; 20th
Century Prophet will be shown.
For more information, please check the IWC
website, www.worldculture.org.

Leadership for the United
Nations Millennium Goals
Seminar: Saturday, October 23
2:00 - 5:00 pm
Concord House, 1407 Chapala St.
Santa Barbara
Presenter: Father
Benigno Beltran
In observance of World Food Day
(October 16th) and United Nations Day
(October 24th), the Institute of World
Culture will sponsor a dialogue on the
conceptual framework and practical
pursuit of the UN Millennium Goals for
reducing poverty by half by 2015. Father
Benigno Beltran represented the
Philippines in a three day summit of world
leaders to assess the progress of and
pledge fresh commitment to these goals
proclaimed by the United Nations in 2000.
He is developing projects in the
Philippines such as the Veritas e-trading
business model that provides possibilities
for uplift of the poor and contribution to the
United Nations’ goals. Other activists
engaged in social businesses and social
service projects will join in the discussion.

PAGE 2

INSTITUTE OF WORLD CULTURE

In Defense of
Liberty and Justice
Jesus, who had to stand in
his time before a foreign
court and be convicted even
as the worst of criminals. We
see also in the same list
Socrates, who was
sentenced to be poisoned for
no other crime than that of
being the most truthful
person of his age. We meet
also the name of that great
Florentine martyr to truth, the
inventor Galileo, who refused
to belie his observations and
researches merely because
their avowal was a crime in
the eyes of constituted
authority .... . When I ponder
on the great and significant
history of the convicts' dock
and find that the honour of
standing in that place
belongs to me to-day, my
soul becomes steeped in
thankfulness and praise of
God .... .
An awakened nation
aspires to attain what it
considers its birth-right, and
the dominant authority would
fain not budge an inch from
its position of unquestioned
way…. . We cannot deny
facts of human nature and its
inseparable characteristics.
Like good, evil also desires
to live in this world and
struggle for its own
existence. In India also such
a struggle for the survival of
the fittest has already
commenced. Most certainly,

therefore, nothing can be a
higher crime against the
domination of Government
as at present established,
than the agitation which
seeks to terminate its
unlimited authority in the
name of liberty and justice. I
fully admit that I am not only
guilty of such agitation, but
that I belong to that band of
pioneers who originally
sowed the seed of such
agitation in the heart of our
nation and dedicated their
whole lives to the cherishing
and breeding of this holy
discontent.
It is my belief that liberty
is the natural and God-given
right of man. No man and no
bureaucracy consisting of
men has got the right to
make the servants of God its
own slaves. However
attractive be the euphemisms
invented for 'subjugation' and
'slavery', still slavery is
slavery and it is opposed to
the will and the canons of
God. I therefore consider it a
bounden duty to liberate my
country from its yoke. The
notorious fallacies of 'reform'
and 'gradual transference of
power' can produce no
illusions and pitfalls in my
unequivocal and definite
faith.
Liberty being the primary
right of man, it is nobody's
personal privilege to (Con’t.)
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In October
Anniversaries
2nd Mohandas K. Gandhi, Indian
political and spiritual leader
b. 1869
3rd St. Francis of Assisi, Italian
Catholic saint, founder of the
Franciscan Order d. 1226
5th Denis Diderot, French
enlightenment philosopher,
writer b. 1713
6th Richard Dedekind, German
mathematician b. 1831
6th Le Corbusier, Swiss-French
architect, designer, urban
planner b. 1887
7th Neils Bohr, Danish physicist,
Nobel Prize laureate b. 1885
9th Camille Saint-Saens, French
composer, conductor, musician
b. 1835
9th John Lennon, British musician,
singer-songwriter b. 1940
10th Henry Cavendish, British
scientist b. 1731
11th Eleanor Roosevelt, wife of 32nd
U.S. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt b. 1884
14th William Penn, British Quaker
community leader, founder of
the Province of Pennsylvania
b. 1644
15th Virgil, Roman classical poet
b. 70 BCE
15th Friedrich Nietzche, German
philosopher b. 1844
15th Evangelista Torricelli, Italian
physicist, mathematician
b. 1608
16th Noah Webster, American
lexicographer, author b. 1758
17th Frederic Chopin, Polish
composer, pianist d. 1849
18th Henri Bergson, French philosopher, Nobel laureate, b. 1859
(Con’t.)
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In Defense of
Liberty and Justice

In October
Anniversaries
19th Marsilio Ficino, Italian humanist
philosopher, physician b. 1433
20th Sir Christopher Wren, English
architect, urban planner
b. 1632
21st Samuel Taylor Coleridge,
English poet b. 1772
24th Anton van Leeuwenhoek, Dutch
scientist, tradesman b. 1632
25th Johann Strauss, Austrian
musician, composer b. 1825
26th Alfred the Great, English king,
reformer d. 899
27th Nicolo Paganini, Italian violinist,
composer b. 1782
27/28th Desiderius Erasmus, Dutch
theologian, humanist
b. 1466/1469
30th Paul Valery, French poet,
essayist, philosopher b. 1871
29th/31st John Keats, English
Romantic poet b. 1795

Observances and
Acknowledgements
1st Yosemite National Park formed
in the U.S. in 1890 and later
designated a World Heritage
Site
4th Sputnik 1, first Earth-orbiting
satellite, entered into orbit
around the Earth in 1957
11th (2010) Columbus Day
observes the first landing
of Columbus in the "New
World" in 1492
16th World Food Day first celebrated
in 1981 to increase awareness
and take action to alleviate
worldwide hunger
(Con’t.)

prescribe limits or
apportion shares in the
distribution of it. To say
that a nation should get its
liberty in graduated stages
is the same as saying that
an owner should by right
receive his property only
in bits and creditor his
dues by installments.
Evil cannot be cIassified
into good and bad. All that
is in fairness possible is to
differentiate the varying
degree. For instance, we
can say very heinous
robbery and less heinous
robbery, but who can
speak of good robbery
and bad robbery? I
cannot, therefore, at all
conceive of any
justification for such
domination because by its
very nature it is an act of
iniquity.
Such is my duty as a
man and as an Indian,
and religious injunctions
have imposed upon me
the same duty. In fact, in
my view the greatest proof
of the truth of my religion
is that it is another name
for the teaching of the
rights of man. I am a
Musalman, and by virtue
of being a Musalman this
has become my religious
duty. Islam never accepts
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as valid a sovereignty
which is personal or is
constituted of a
bureaucracy of a handful
of paid executives. …
Monarchs, foreign
dominations, selfish
religious pontiffs and
powerful sections had
alike misappropriated this
liberty of man. They had
been fondly nursing the
belief that power and
possession spell the
highest right. The moment
Islam appeared, it
proclaimed that the
highest right is not might
but right itself. No one
except God has got the
right to make serfs and
slaves of God's creatures.
All men are equal and
their fundamental rights
are on a par. He only is
greater than others whose
deeds are the most
righteous of all . …
The tenets of Islam are
preserved in its scriptures.
These, under no
circumstances, make it
permissible for Muslims to
enjoy life at the expense
of liberty. A true Muslim
has either to immolate
himself or to retain his
liberty; no other course is
open to him under his
r e l i g i o n . To - d a y t h e
Muslims have come to a
firm decision that in
freeing their country from
its slavery they
(Con’t.)
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In Defense of
Liberty and Justice
will take their fullest share
along with their Hindu,Sikh,
Parsi and Christian brethren.
For four years I have
suffered internment, but
during my internment even I
have never desisted from
pushing on my work and
inviting people to this
national goal. This is the
mission of my life, and if I
live at all I elect to live only
for this single purpose. … In
this war of liberty and justice
I have adopted the path of
non-violent non-cooperation. Opposed to us
stands an authority armed
with the complete equipment
for oppression, excess and
bloodshed. But we place our
reliance and trust next to
God, only upon our own
limitless power of sacrifice
and unshakable fortitude.
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his honesty. It is my definite
conviction that India cannot
attain success by means of
arms, nor is it advisable for it
to adopt that course. India
can only triumph through
non-violent agitation, and
India's triumph will be a
memorable example of the
victory of moral force.
Abul Kalam Azad
Al-Balagh
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Unlike Mahatma Gandhi
my belief is not that armed
force should never be
opposed by armed force. It is
my belief that such opposing
of violence with violence is
fully in harmony with the
natural laws of God in those
circumstances under which
Islam permits the use of
PRISM ONLINE
such violence. But at the
COMMUNITY
CALENDAR
same time, for purposes of
PRISM
lists memberliberation of India and the
present agitation, I entirely recommended community events
agree with all the arguments of interest on the IWC website.
Please e-mail suggestions to
of Mahatma Gandhi and I
donna@worldculture.org.
have complete confidence in

In October
Observances and
Acknowledgements
21st Table of Atomic Weights
first presented by John
Dalton in 1803
21st Speed of light officially
included in the International System of
Units in 1983
22nd Electric light bulb
successfully tested by
Thomas Edison in 1879
24th United Nations Day
31st Reformation Day
observed, a religious
holiday celebrated by
some Protestant
Christian traditions in
remembrance of
the work of Martin
Luther in the 16th c. to
reform the Roman
Catholic Church
31st All Hallows Eve
(Halloween)
celebrated as an
evening of revelry the
night before All Saints'
Day; an ancient Celtic
Observance

Looking Ahead...
Environmental Genomics
Lecture and Discussion
Saturday, November 13th
4:00 - 6:00 pm
Concord House, 1407 Chapala St.
Speaker: Russ Lewin
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