IWC January 2008 Newsletter
East and West are no more than names. Human beings are the same everywhere.
He who wants to will conduct himself with decency… If we look into the future, is it not
a heritage that we have to leave to posterity, that all the different races commingle and
produce a civilization that perhaps the world has not yet seen?
M.K. Gandhi

At the IWC Holiday Reception December 15th, members and guests were treated to beautiful
music by Jeanne Martin who played the harp and by Asia Tepfer on flute.

Theme of the 2008 Program at the Institute of World Culture
The following theme has been chosen to guide the program development and
proposed discussions at the Institute of World Culture during the coming year. A
full statement of the theme is found in Aim # 7 of the Institute’s Declaration of
Interdependence. Some insights on the theme are offered in the following
editorial essay.

“To investigate the imaginative use of spiritual, mental and material resources of
the globe in the service of universal welfare.”

Imaginative use of Spiritual, Mental and Material Resources
As the worldwide circulation of ideas germane to an emerging world culture
flourishes, one might ask what can be done to promote more concretely the use

of ideas in the service of universal welfare. Is there not too much deprivation
and suffering around the globe to merely talk about ideas of universal unity and
causation (interdependence)? Imaginative use of resources offers both a moral
and a practical path for building a world of plentitude where poverty now
(apparently) prevails. The challenge is not a quantitative scarcity as much as
poverty of imagination. Resources are boundless in potentia. The task is to
discover the rich layers of spiritual, mental and material resources constituting
the cosmos (universe of life) and give shape to their ethical, transformative and
self-sustaining use. (Continued below.)

Many thanks to Carol Bemis (left) who organized the IWC Holiday Reception. Shankar Tillotson,
Kristen Hostetler and friends helped trim the tree at the event.

COMING EVENTS

Seminar: What is True Wealth?
Saturday, January 19, 2008, 2:00-5:00 pm
Concord House, 1407 Chapala St.
Presenters: James Tepfer and Mary Jacob
What is true wealth, and how can be it be developed in people, for people and
by people committed to the service of universal welfare? What are the possible
meanings of ‘wealth’? What is the relationship between ‘inner wealth’ and
‘common wealth’? Why doesn’t material wealth bring more lasting solutions to
conditions of poverty? How does the relationship of human life to the natural
world determine the wealth or poverty of a society? What insights or principles
do exemplars of non-violent service, such as M. K. Gandhi or 2004 Nobel Peace
prize winner, Wangari Maathai, use to promote true wealth? What do people
from different cultural backgrounds value as wealth? How do attitudes toward
the environment, cultural practices, and the role of gender shape values and
practices regarding wealth? What are the problems or possibilities that
contemporary, global, interdependence offers for reducing poverty and
promoting wealth? These and other questions will be the focus of the opening
seminar for the 2008 program. Contributions from seminar participants welcome.
Contact Carolyn Dorrance to discuss possible presentations.
Carolyn@worldculture.org or call 967-1055.

Study Group

Stories and Poems of Transformation
Thursday, January 10, 2008
8:00 – 9:30 pm
Stories and Poems as a Source of Vision

Participants will listen to and discuss readings from the visionary poetry of
William Blake. Time will be set aside for planning the focus of future
meetings. Newcomers are always welcome. Contact Joseph Miller at 9677023 or daylight137@msn.com for more information.

Museum Excursion
Friday, January 25
Departure 1:00 pm

Visits to the Asia Pacific Museum and the Norton Simon Museum in Pasadena will
include viewing of three special exhibits: Rainbow Colors: Woodblock Prints of
Paul Jacoulet, Rank and Style: Power Dressing in Imperial China, and Tales of
the Blue Lord. Excursion will include attendance at a special illustrated lecture (78 pm) on The Life of Krishna by Museum Curator Christine Knoke. The Norton
Simon has an inspiring collection of Asian sculpture. Contact Carolyn Dorrance
@ 967-1055 or Carolyn@worldculture.org for information about transportation.

Looking Forward … Save the dates:

Passion, jealousy and revenge ignite William
Shakespeare’s Othello into a searing tragedy of love
and paradox. The collision of Moor and Venetian, war
and love, youth and age, infidelity and loyalty,
European and African are the backdrop against which
Othello and Desdemona pursue their love and Iago
conducts his campaign of destruction and manipulation.
As gripping and poignant today as when it was written,
this play’s tantalizing poetry and unblinking humanity
gives it a rightful place in the heart’s core of great
dramas. (See http://www.pcpa.org/othello.html)

Film Forum at the Institute
Saturday, February 16, 4:00 – 9:00 pm
Watch Laurence Fishburne’s version of the movie
(http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000401/)
Dinner ordered in
Discuss the film

Live Performance
Saturday, March 1, 2:00 pm

PCPA performance of Othello at Alan Hancock College, Santa Maria
Group ticket price will be $16.25--$23.75 for adults and $10.25-$17.50 for
children and students. Contact renee@worldculture.org for more
information.

Website

Please check the Institute website for more information on the year’s
programs: http://www.worldculture.org

Imaginative Use of Spiritual, Mental and Material Resources,
(Con’t. from above.)

Resources might be seen as sacred in origin even for those who don’t believe in
a creation story. Resources give life and sustain a multitude of creative and
intelligent activities by life forms. While the natural world appears guided by
ancient sources of intelligence, human beings demonstrate a great capacity for
obscuring what is intelligible with the delusions of ignorant selfishness. Can we
not improve our clarity of thought and motivation? Is not the first step to
discovering the plentitude of resources a step of self-discovery? Spiritual and
mental resources may seem shrouded in invisibility and difficult to actively utilize.
Yet small, immediate commitments may engage us in constructive experiments
for the sake of universal welfare. In the popular novel by Herman Hesse,
Siddhartha, the seeker representing the life search of the Buddha was challenged
by a wealthy courtesan: What did he have to offer? His answer was both
immediate and timeless in application: “I can think, I can fast and I can wait.”
Who cannot make some modest use of these self-directed disciplines that
contain seeds of insightful responses to many of the controversial and excessive
uses of material resources?
There is nothing small about the recognition that we live on the planet Earth with
well over six billion human beings and billions upon billions of other centers of
life and consciousness. A very big breath is needed to absorb this cosmic fact.
Recognition of the interdependence of life enables us to investigate the use of
resources with greater scientific effectiveness. Who could have imagined forty
years ago that various household spray cans could contribute to a hole in the
earth’s protective cover? What other “inconvenient truths” could we respond to if
we truly cared about the well being of all the life forms with whom we share the
spaceship earth? Our immediate goal in investigating the use of resources may
be very instrumental. A broader, more inclusive and deeper level of inquiry may
nurture the intellectual and moral growth of individuals serving within healthy,
self-sustaining communities.
Spiritual teachers remind us of ethical principles such as universal brotherhood,
cooperation and non-violence. Without the application of such principles, our
knowledge acquired about the practical use of resources may be misapplied and

even destructive. Long-term sustainability is only possible if there is balance built
into the use of a resource. Balance, as the sages have long taught, is rooted in
moral balance however reflected in natural, psychological or social harmony.
Inner balance enables both creative change and self-sustaining persistence. A
great variety of programs this year at the Institute of World
Culture will explore the challenge of initiating transformative
change based on both knowledge and ethical commitment in
relation to a very complex social and natural environment.
Carolyn Dorrance, President, Institute of World Culture

In January
Anniversaries
3
4
5
6
7
9
11
12
14
15
17
18
19
20
22
23
25
27

Cicero 106 B.C.E
Isaac Newton 1642
Louis Braille 1809
George Washington Carver d. 1943
Guru Gobindh Singh (Sikh)
Joan of Arc 1412
Kahil Gibran 1883
Charles Peguy 1873
Marco Polo d.1324
William James 1842
Edmund Burke 1729
Albert Schweitzer 1875
Moliere 1622
Martin Luther King Jr. 1929
Benjamin Franklin 1706
Anton Chekhov 1860
Montesquieu 1689
Claude de St. Martin 1743
James Watt 1736
Robert E. Lee 1807
Edgar Allen Poe 1809
Andre Marie Ampere 1775
Francis Bacon 1561
George Gordon, Lord Byron 1788
David Hilbert 1862
Robert Boyle 1627
Robert Burns 1759
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 1756

Lewis Carroll (Charles Dodgson) 1832
28 Zarathustra (Zoroaster)
29 Thomas Paine 1737
Romain Rolland 1866
30 Franklin D. Roosevelt 1882
M.K. Gandhi d. 1948
31 Franz Schubert 1797
Anna Pavlova 1885

Observances
January
1 Druid Mistletoe Festival
Emancipation Proclamation (Lincoln) 1863
4 Hermes-Budha
5 Twelfth Night
7 Coptic Christmas
8 Paines’s Common Sense Published 1776
10 Muharram, Islamic New Year
League of Nations 1920
11 Caesar crossed the Rubicon 49 B.C.E.
15 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Radioactive elements produced (Curie) 1934
17 Edict Of Toleration (France) 1562
21 First B.B.C. broadcast to the world
22 Uranium atom split 1939
26 Indian Republic Day

Annual Fundraising Campaign Successful!!
Thanks to the generous donations of many supporters of the Institute’s aims and
programs, the goal of raising $10,000 in the month of December was met and
exceeded. Over $12,000 was raised including a generous donation to purchase a
high quality video camera. Those who renewed their memberships helped to put
the Institute on a sound basis to begin a new year of activities. Contributions are
always welcome at any time.

Would you like to be more involved in the IWC?
Membership and Donation Information
Individual
Individual
Individual
Individual

Membership $35
Student Membership $15
Supporting Membership $70
Sustaining Membership $350

To join the Institute, please e-mail memberships@worldculture.org.
The Institute of World Culture is a non-profit 501(c)3 educational organization
dedicated to the principles of brotherhood and life-long learning. It relies on the
support of its members. Donations to the Institute of World Culture are gratefully
accepted and are tax deductible.

PRISM Online Community Calendar
PRISM lists member-recommended community events of interest on the IWC
website. If you wish to contribute a listing for a local or regional community
event of interest, please e-mail donna@worldculture.org so it can be considered
for inclusion in PRISM.

eNewsletter
If you’d like to contribute to the eNewsletter, please send your ideas to
gerry@worldculture.org for consideration.

Volunteer Efforts

The Institute offers its programs by means of voluntary efforts.
Please contact carolyn@worldculture.org if you’d like to volunteer.

Institute of World Culture
1407 Chapala Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Phone: 805/966-3941
General information: information@worldculture.org
Memberships: memberships@worldculture.org
Website: http://www.worldculture.org/

