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COMING EVENTS

Promoting Democracy & Social
Justice Around the World
Speaker: Leo Gabriel
World Social Forum
Forum: March 1, 2008, 8:00 – 10:00 pm
Concord House, 1407 Chapala St., Santa Barbara
Dr. Leo Gabriel is a leading voice in the World Social Forum and other global projects for
progressive reform. As a researcher, journalist, published author, university professor,
political activist and candidate for the European Parliament, Dr. Gabriel has lived the life
of a global citizen. He has participated in numerous projects promoting democracy and
social justice around the world.
Upsurge in Latin America - the Politics of Social Movements (2007), his latest book,
describes efforts to develop independent civil societies in the region. Time for Q & A will
be included.
Suggested donation: $5
For information: 805/ 966-3941

Shakespeare’s Othello
Live PCPA Performance
Saturday Matinee, March 1, 2:00 pm
Alan Hancock College, Santa Maria
Coordinators: Judy Saltzman and Renée Tillotson
Passion, jealousy and revenge ignite William Shakespeare's Othello
into a searing tragedy of love and paradox. The collision of Moor
and Venetia, war and love, youth and age, infidelity and loyalty.
European and African are the backdrop against which Othello and
Desdemona pursue their love and Iago conducts his campaign of
destruction and manipulation. As gripping and poignant today as
when it was written, this play's tantalizing poetry and unblinking
humanity gives it a rightful place in the heart's core of great
dramas.
Group ticket price is $12.00 each. Please contact Judy at (805) 528-3008 or
judy@worldculture.org for more information. More about the live performance:
http://www.pcpa.org/othello.html

Why Shakespeare?
Why am I so pleased when the Institute schedules Shakespeare events? Why has it
occasionally crossed my mind that if I were stranded on a desert island with only one
book of literature, my choice would be the Collected Works of Shakespeare?
Of all the authors I know, Shakespeare best loves his characters. He loves their nobility
as human beings and he loves their quirks and idiosyncrasies – also as human beings.
It is no accident that Shakespeare sometimes puts his most instructive lines to a most
unlikely character, as if in acknowledgement of a wiser soul lurking beneath a foolish
personality. Witness the over-puffed, verbally profuse Polonius in Hamlet giving this
sage advice to his son:
“Give thy thoughts no tongue,
Nor any unproportioned thought his act.
Be thou familiar, but by no means vulgar.
Those friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hoops of steel…
Give every man thy ear, but few thy voice;
Take each man's censure, but reserve thy judgment.”
While never failing to display their foibles, Shakespeare also never sells his characters
short. (Continued below...)

The Vision of Sustainable Urbanism and the
Future of Santa Barbara
Speaker: Stefanos Polyzoides

Lecture: March 15, 2008, 10:30 – 12 noon
Victoria Hall Theatre, 33 West Victoria Street, Santa Barbara
How can Santa Barbara's General Plan be updated to promote the city’s evolution
towards a more sustainable and humane built environment while growing its physical

character, economy, architectural and other traditions as well as the cherished ways of
life it provides for its residents and visitors?
Stefanos Polyzoides, urbanist, architect and educator, has been one of the foremost
contemporary voices advocating and practicing sustainable town planning. He will
provide an exploration of the principles and current applications of some of the key
concepts of the New Urbanism: Connectivity, Place-specificity, Compactness, Diversity,
and Frugality.
Co-sponsored by The Institute of World Culture, The Sustainability Project, the Santa
Barbara Contractors Association, Community Environmental Council, the U.S. Green
Building Council, the Santa Barbara Chapter of the American Institute of Architects and
the Council for Sustainable Transportation.
For information: Kirk Gradin 805/564-4423 or kirkg@banyan-architects.com

Sustainable Urbanism
And the Future of Santa Barbara
“Diseases desperate grown
By desperate appliance are relieved’d
Or not at all.”
-William Shakespeare

Santa Barbara is not just another internationally famous tourist resort town nestled
between ocean and foothills with a world-class architectural heritage; it also stands on
the threshold of being a national leader in the sustainability movement. In October of
2007, through the efforts and encouragement of a local coalition of environmental,
architectural and “green building” associations, Santa Barbara became the first city in
the nation to adopt the “2030 Challenge.” This is the highly laudable goal articulated by
Edward Mazria, architect, educator and author of “The Passive Solar Energy Book” who,
in his visit to Santa Barbara in September of 2006, outlined specific stages and phases
occurring over a 21 year period, leading to that day in which each new building
constructed or remodeled would be capable of producing all its own energy needs.
However revolutionary and path-breaking as this architectural evolution will be, it is only
one phase of the remedy needed to address the global environmental and public health
maladies our city and our way of life have helped to spawn. Though buildings
themselves contribute more than 40% of a typical city’s CO2 emissions, the way people,
goods and services get to and from those buildings contributes another 30%. Even if an
individual building achieves the lofty goal of "carbon neutrality", if it is not located in an
integrated urban fabric in which walking, bicycling and public transport are viable
options, many believe it cannot be considered truly “green” or “sustainable.” We must
change not only the way we design and build, we must also change where and what we
build. (Continued below...)

Study Group: Poetry and Vision
March 13 and 27: 2nd & 4th Thursday of each month
8:00 – 9:30 pm
Concord House, 1407 Chapala St., Santa Barbara

We will now turn our attention to Rainer Maria Rilke’s Letters to a
Young Poet. Translator Stephen Mitchell writes “Eloquent and
personal, Rilke’s meditations on the creative process, the nature
of love, the wisdom of children, and the importance of solitude
offer a wealth of spiritual and practical guidance to anyone.”
We will be reading from Stephen Mitchell’s translation, which
can be found in paperback and a Modern Library hardcover.
Other translations are welcome, and may offer useful nuances.
Mitchell’s translations of all ten letters can also be found free
online:
http://www.sfgoth.com/~immanis/rilke/letter8.html
Schedule of Reading
March 13
Letters Six & Seven
March 27
Letters Eight, Nine & Ten Rainer Maria Rilke’s
Contact joe@worldculture.org for more information.

Film: The Sand Castle: Building a City in the
Desert of Ras al-Khaimah
Saturday, March 29, 2008, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
Concord House, 1407 Chapala Street, Santa Barbara
The dream of building a new city in the middle of a desert kingdom, The United Arab
Emirate, is depicted along with the East/West dialogue seeking a blended architectural
vision.

Why Shakespeare? (Continued from above.)
The Bard puts no limits on the heights to which a human thought and aspiration can
soar. We hear Hamlet marvel:
“What a piece of work is a man, how noble in reason, how infinite in faculties, in form
and moving how express and admirable, in action how like an angel, in apprehension
how like a god.”
Yet Shakespeare is no stranger to the heavy pull of life on earth. The same character
utters these lines: “O God, O God, how weary, stale, flat, and unprofitable seem to me
all the uses of this world!” Shakespeare gives us, his audience, access to a character’s
interior nature. He allows us - through the magic of theatre - to virtually walk in the
man’s skin, so that we can soar with him on the wings of his idealism, and sink with him
to the depth of his despair. I am richer for that experience. Shakespeare makes it
possible to journey into the heart of another human being His openness to grandeur of
human possibility as well as his non-judgmental acknowledgement of human failings
expand both my appreciation and my acceptance of my real life brothers and sisters of
the human race.
There is a deeply satisfying justice in Shakespeare’s plays. Lady Macbeth seems so

calculatingly cool in her plan to murder Macbeth for the sake of putting her husband on
the throne, yet she is highly aware of the transgression of morality that she is about to
commit. In the dark of night before the murder, Lady Macbeth terrifies us with her
attempt to extinguish the voice of conscience:
“Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here,
And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full
Of direst cruelty! make thick my blood;
Stop up the access and passage to remorse,
That no compunctious visitings of nature
Shake my fell purpose.”
Yet Shakespeare assures us that this effort to snuff out moral awareness will not go
unpunished by the character’s deeper nature. We understand that Lady Macbeth’s selftormented sleepwalking scene has re-enacted itself time after time, as we watch her
frantically trying to cleanse herself of her foul deed, continually rubbing and wringing
her hands:
“Yet here’s a spot… Out, damned spot! out, I say!...Who would have thought the old
man to have had so much blood in him?...What, will these hands ne’er be clean?...
Here’s the smell of the blood still; all the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little
hand. Oh, oh, oh!”
In another of the Tragedies, Lear learns the enormity of his error of judgment through
the enormity of his loss of his beloved daughter Cordelia. It is painful to watch, yet
satisfying to the audience’s sense of a morally balanced universe.
Shakespeare also knows how to dish up the fun. How can we resist a character named
Bottom who calls himself an “ass” and spends half the play (Midsummer Night’s Dream)
wearing the fairy-given head of a donkey? How many times have I watched the playwithin-a-play near the end of Midsummer Night’s Dream, yet it tickles me to my toes
every time! Remember the two lovers in the scene, Pyramus and his fair Thisbe? Per
the script, Thisbe is played by a guy conspicuously in drag, consistent with the
Shakespearean custom of young boys playing the female parts. The two lovers meet at
a chink in the wall, “Wall” being played by a character who holds up two fingers to form
the chink. I almost fall out of my chair every time they cry:
Pyramus:
Thisbe:

O kiss me through the hole of this vile wall!
I kiss the wall's hole, not your lips at all.

Or what about Shakespeare’s character Viola, the girl pretending to be a boy who is sent
by the duke to woo Lady Olivia in Twelfth Night? (In our time, Viola is played by a
female; I can’t help but remember while watching the play that in the Bard’s time, the
audience would have experienced the triple confusion of a boy playing a girl playing a
boy.) Of course, Lady Olivia falls in love with Viola garbed as the duke’s male page.
Meanwhile the duke also finds himself inexplicably attracted to this boy-who-is-really-agirl. Shakespeare mercifully provides us with Viola’s identical-looking twin brother, so

that by the time the whole complicated mess is untangled and everyone knows who is
who, we get to celebrate the double wedding of the duke to Viola and of Lady Olivia to
Viola’s brother. All delightful fun!
Shakespeare’s wordplay is matchless. The comic repartee between his characters, such
as Beatrice and Benedick in or Petruchio and Kate in Taming of the Shrew, is as fierce
and intricate as any of Shakespeare’s battle scenes, and he slays us with laughter. Only
a master wordsmith can misuse words as hilariously as Shakespeare has the officious
Constable Dogberry do in Much Ado About Nothing. As he is exiting, Dogberry
hopelessly mishandles words as he attempts to impress his superior with his high
language, spouting, “I humbly give you leave to depart; and if a merry meeting may be
wished, God prohibit it!” - saying exactly the opposite of what he means. As an
experienced play director himself, Shakespeare cleverly crafts his character’s lines to
give stage directions. Just reading the script, we can visualize exactly what is
happening in Juliet’s tomb with Romeo’s parting words:
“Eyes, look your last!
Arms, take your last embrace! and, lips, O you
The doors of breath, seal with a righteous kiss
A dateless bargain to engrossing death!”
For modern day Americans, appreciating Shakespeare requires scaling a rather
formidable language barrier. His wording is ornate (it was for audiences in his day as
well) and his scripts are filled to overflowing with references of all sorts: historic,
mythological, botanic, zodiacal, scatological and anatomical, to mention a few. At
whatever level of meaning we take his words – literal, psychological, political,
symbolical, spiritual – Shakespeare is always operating on other levels as well.
Shakespeare (or whoever wrote under his nom de plume, if you incline toward that
theory) was an individual of not only exceptional intelligence, but also of encyclopedic
learning. Watching a good production of Shakespeare is an exercise of intellectual rigor.
When we see Shakespeare with the Institute of World Culture, we get a head start in
approaching the play. Together, we review the storyline and become acquainted with
the main characters, themes and some key lines. We’ve even had the fun of enacting
some of the scenes, scripts in hand. Then we watch the play, live. We usually give
ourselves time to “digest” the play, often over a dinner discussion. Watching
Shakespeare, from an informed standpoint, in live theater, and sharing it with an
interested group of fellow play-goers is for me a tremendously fulfilling cultural
experience.
Renée Tillotson
Member of the Institute of World Culture

Sustainable Urbanism and the Future
of Santa Barbara
(Continued from above)

In just a few weeks, on March 15th, another
internationally known architect, educator and author
comes to challenge Santa Barbara’s sustainability efforts
in a complementary way. Stefanos Polyzoides has been
one of the foremost contemporary voices in the U.S.
advocating for and promoting sustainable town
planning, otherwise called “the New Urbanism” or
“Sustainable Urbanism.” Among his other achievements,
he is co-founder of the Congress for the New Urbanism (CNU) a national organization
which has been leading efforts to promote walkable, neighborhood-based development
as an alternative to suburban sprawl. CNU has also been instrumental in helping to
establish standards and rating systems for third-party evaluation of how buildings
perform in relation to their urban context. It has adopted a holistic perspective on the
problem. As stated in it’s charter (www.cnu.org/charter <http://www.cnu.org/charter>)
it views the “disinvestment in central cities, the spread of placeless sprawl, increasing
separation by race and income, environmental deterioration, loss of agricultural lands
and wilderness, and the erosion of society’s built heritage as one interrelated
community-building challenge.”
Since mid 1940, the predominant template for planning, zoning and land use regulation
in the United States has been animated by the idealized image of suburban bliss: each
four-person family having their own, fenced-in piece of the good earth upon which a
cozy single-family home and adjacent slice of grassy knoll would provide all the privacy
and comforts needed to raise the young, to retire to after a hard day’s work and to
enjoy the benefits afforded by leisure time. New Urbanists assert that this “one size fits
all” model is not only flawed, but lethal. Among other abuses, it has led to the complete
reliance upon the automobile and the wasting of vast vital natural resources and open
spaces. It has also helped to foster an increased sense of individual isolation, a lack of
neighborhood or community solidarity and the stratification of economic class based on
home location and land values. In order to support the sprawl model, the bulk of the
money spent on transportation infrastructure gets directed to automobile facilitation:
fixing and widening streets, building more and wider highways and public parking lots.
The problem is, many case studies have shown, that increased automobile accessibility
does not solve gridlock; it promotes and encourages it. According to a 2006 study by the
U.S. Department of Transportation, from 1977 to 2001, the number of miles driven
every year by Americans rose by 151%--about five times faster than the growth in
population. Six months of a typical American life span is now spent in jammed traffic.
Even if carmakers and consumers bear the considerable cost of switching to a fleet of
cars that meets or exceeds 35 miles per gallon by 2020, as recently adopted by the
Bush administration, this will not result in a significant reduction in U.S. petroleum
consumption, cut CO2 emissions, or help to solve our public and environmental health
epidemics, if we continue to keep driving more and more miles.
If we are to begin to address the immanent onset of global warming, peak oil,
accelerated environmental degradations of all sorts and the rapidly changing

demographics brought on as the baby-boomers become elders, many believe this
inexorable “spreading out” that has characterized American life since World War II
needs to come to an end. Typical suburbia as we have come to create it, is both a
sterile model to continue in endless extrapolation on our own soil and a frightening
example we have set for developing countries worldwide.
Sustainable Urbanism is in some ways, a return to an ancient model of neighborhood
planning, city design and land use. It undertakes to confront these enormous public
challenges of our time: reversing or reforming the basic conceptual framework of city
and neighborhood Master Planning to encourage the reduction or elimination of
dependence upon the automobile, to return safe streets to the pedestrian and bicyclist,
to preserve open spaces, natural resources, human and environmental health and to
foster a more integrated, vibrant and meaningful sense of community through
reformation of the built environment. Venice and Copenhagen are the most well known
contemporary European examples of very successful, automobile free, urban/tourist
centers offering a high quality of life due to the adoption and consistent application of
Sustainable Urbanism. In recent decades, however, new communities have arisen and
Master Plans have been rewritten in the U.S., exemplifying the possibilities of a wiser
and more enlightened regulation of what and where we build.
The City of Santa Barbara is in the process of preparing to update our General Plan.
With that update is the opportunity to revise the land use model, zoning laws, circulation
and transportation guidelines that can either stultify or greatly enhance progress
towards a built environment that is sustainable. It is with the aim of educating our
citizens, policy makers, builders and developers regarding the aims and practical
economic, social and environmental benefits of the principles of Sustainable Urbanism
that a partnering of local non-profit groups has invited Stefanos Polyzoides to come to
Santa Barbara and share his experience, vision and insight as to how our city may truly
evolve toward a greener and healthier future for all.
Place: Victoria Hall Theatre, March 15th, 2008, 10:30 am to 12 noon
Kirk Gradin
Member, Institute of World Culture

In March
March Anniversaries
3 Georg Cantor 1845
Alexander Graham Bell 1847
4 Antonio Vivaldi 1678
5 Socrates d. 399 B.C.E.
6 Michelangelo Buonarroti 1475
Elizabeth Barrett Browning 1806
7 Piet Mondrian 1872
Maurice Ravel 1875
8 Oliver Wendell Holmes 1841
10 Apollonius of Tyana 4
12 George Berkeley 1684

14 Johann Strauss 1804
Albert Einstein 1879
15 Julius Caesar d. 44 B.C.E.
18 Stephane Mallarme 1842
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov 1844
19 David Livingstone 1813
20 Ovid 43 B.C.E.
Henrik Ibsen 1828
21 Pocahantas d. 1617
Johann Sebastian Bach 1685
23 Pierre Simon de Laplace 1749
24 William Morris 1834
26 Edward Bellamy 1850
Robert Frost 1875
27 Wilhelm Konrad Rontgen 1845
28 Teresa of Avila 1515
30 Maimonides 1135
Francisco de Goya 1746
Vincent van Gogh 1853
31 Mohammed 570
Rene Descartes 1596
Franz Joseph Haydn 1732
Cesar Chavez 1927

Special Observances
6
8
9
10
14
15
16
19
20
21
22
23

Mahashivaratri (Vigil Night of Shiva)
International Women’s Day
Begin Pacific Daylight Time
Commonwealth Day
Tibet Uprising Day
Sikh New Year
Ides
Palm Sunday
Ancient Romans dedicated Minerva’s temple
Vernal Equinox
Theory of General Relativity (Einstein) 1916
Persian New Year
Purim (Jewish)
Good Friday
Holi (Hindu Spring Festival)
Easter

General Information
Website Please check the Institute website for more information on programs:
http://www.worldculture.org

PRISM Online Community Calendar
PRISM lists member-recommended community events of interest on the IWC website.
If you wish to contribute a listing for a local or regional community event of interest,
please e-mail donna@worldculture.org so it can be considered for inclusion in PRISM.

eNewsletter
Contributions to the monthly eNewsletter may be sent to gerry@worldculture.org for consideration.

Membership and Donation Information
Individual Membership $35

Individual Student Membership $15
Individual Supporting Membership $70
Individual Sustaining Membership $350
To join the Institute, please e-mail memberships@worldculture.org.
The Institute of World Culture is a non-profit 501(c)3 educational organization
dedicated to the principles of brotherhood and lifelong learning.
It relies on the support of its members. Donations to the Institute of World Culture
are gratefully accepted and are tax deductible.

Institute of World Culture
1407 Chapala Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
Phone: 805/966-3941
General information: information@worldculture.org
Memberships: memberships@worldculture.org
Website: http://www.worldculture.org/

