IWC Theme for 2020: The Quest for a Harmonious and Regenerative World Culture

STUDY CIRCLE
Exemplars of World Culture

Meets Online Tuesday Evenings from 7:30 to 9:00 pm. We will look at the lives and work of cultural
exemplars throughout the world – men and women who have made a vital contribution to uplifting
human culture. They have all exemplified moral courage, upheld humane cultural values, maintained a
continual urge for self-transformation, and engaged in meaningful social service to others.

DECEMBER 2020 SCHEDULE

Be sure to check http://www.worldculture.org for more information and for suggested readings

Dec 1

Dec 8

Youth Activism

Presenters: Robert Moore, Nancy Martin

Young people have often stood at the forefront of progress, and right now an entire generation
of teens is speaking up and out for equality. We will look at some examples from around the
world: among them Senegal, Afghanistan, Armenia, South Africa and Ecuador.

Mikhail Gorbachev

Presenter: Maurice Bisheff

(1931– present) Russian statesman and the eighth and last leader of the Soviet Union,
Ideologically, he initially adhered to Marxism-Leninism although by the early 1990s he had
moved toward social democracy. He is widely praised for his pivotal role in ending the Cold War.

Dec 15

Ruth Benedict

Presenters: Jenny Bisheff, Donna Moore

(1887–1948) Pioneering American anthropologist and folklorist, she was best known for her
“patterns of culture” theory. Her book by that name revolutionized anthropological study,
igniting the work of the culture and personality movement within anthropology.

Dec 22

Wynton Marsalis

Moderator: Maurice Bisheff

(1980–present) Online interview with Wynton Marsalis will be shown and discussion will
follow. Marsalis is an American trumpeter, composer, teacher, and artistic director of Jazz at
Lincoln Center. He has promoted classical and jazz music, often to young audiences, and is
the only musician to win a Grammy Award in jazz and classical during the same year. The
speaker will be drawing from Moving to Higher Ground: How Jazz Can Change Your Life by
Wynton Marsalis with Geoffrey C. Ward.

Dec 29

Ramana Maharshi

Presenter: Cliff Tillotson

(1879–1950) Hindu sage. Born Venkataraman Iyer in Tamil Nadu, India, but mostly known
by the name Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi. He approved a number of paths and practices but
recommended self-inquiry as the principle means to remove ignorance and abide in Selfawareness, together with devotion or surrender of the Self.

